
	  

	  

DEBRA BLOOMFIELD : WILDERNESS 
December 19 - January 20 

Opening reception: December 27, 6-8pm 

	  
The exhibition, Wilderness, will include 12 large scale photographs by the internationally acclaimed 
artist Debra Bloomfield.  In a time when our environmental impact is greater than ever, Bloomfield 
focuses her camera on the rugged terrain of Alaska and raises awareness by visually elucidating the 
importance of continued preservation of wild places. The Wilderness series was developed through 
multiple trips to the extreme northwest and took over five years to complete.  The full photographic 
series is chronicled in her book Wilderness which was launched in 2014 to coincide with the 50th 
Anniversary of the National Wilderness Act.  The Wilderness exhibition debuted earlier this year at 
the Phoenix Art Museum and has now traveled to Park City, UT. 

Bloomfield’s process includes researching the historical, cultural, and sociological components of 
each region she experiences. When exploring the far north, one accesses the wilderness by air or water 
—these far away places are not reachable by car. Her journey unfolds in steps: first on an airplane, 
then by public ferry, then on foot. The series follows her navigation through the environment 
revealing what it feels like to be there, appreciate it, value its existence and have concern for its future. 
While photographing, she also recorded audio and composed a soundscape that she paired with the 
work. The soundscape reflected the sounds she experienced while photographing and reflects the 
sounds that engulfed her and greatly influenced the work. 

The images in the exhibition include a series of waterscapes – where water fades into sky as quiet 
waves produce an encompassing calm. In another image, a thicket of forest trees suggests a pastel 
wonderland. Other images feature snow-dusted evergreens and mountain peaks, the latter forming a 
striking jagged skyline.  Conservationist and author Terry Tempest Williams wrote, “Bloomfield has 
articulated something new and very old at once; a contemplative collaboration of reflective activism.”   

Click here to see the photographs included in the Wilderness exhibition. 


